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"preliminära definitioner" och deras kamp för att rensa det sociologiska arbetet 
från varjehanda prenotions. När det gäller ett annat utomordentligt centralt tema 
i Bourdieus sociologi, "socioanalysen", finns knappast några egentliga 
föregångare inom klassisk sociologi. Däremot kan vi konstatera en viss, låt vara 
avlägsen, fcjrbindelse med den historiska epistemologins tes om det historiskt 
placerade forskningssubjektet. Kort sagt har Bourdieu krävt att samhällsvetaren 
vänder sina redskap mot sig själv och mot de sociala villkoren för sitt eget 
arbete. Här finner vi ett skäl till att vissa av sociologins grenar blivit så centrala 
för Bourdieu och hans medarbetare: kunskapssociologin, självfallet, men även 
utbildningssociologin och sociologin om de intellektuella. Bourdieus egna 
nyckelbegrepp är för övrigt väl ägnade att brukas för detta ändamål: en forskare 
är placerad i ett socialt fält (universitetsfältet, en viss disciplin etc) och hans 
perspektiv på sitt studieobjekt är beroende av denna hans aktuella utkikspunkt, 
liksom av hans habitus och kulturella och vetenskapliga kapital och övriga 
tillgångar. Bourdieus tes är att studiet av sådana förhållanden inte får överlåtas 
till vetenskapshistoriker , kunskapssociologer eller andra specialister. Den 
sociologiska självreflexionen måste inlemmas i det vardagliga forskningsarbetet. 
En fruktbärande samhällsvetenskap förutsätter att forskaren ständigt aktualiserar 
frågan om varför han själv tänker som han tänker och gör som han gör. 

I enskildheter är det lätt att finna paralleller mellan Bourdieus sociologi och 
ett brett spektrum av filosofiska och vetenskapliga traditioner. Men sammantaget 
kan hans projekt i väsentliga avseenden karaktäriseras som ett försök att till 
samhällsvetenskapernas domän införa det slag av epistemologisk reflexion med 
vars hjälp tänkare som Gaston Bachelard, Jean CavaiIles och Georges 
Canguilhem förnyade matematikens och naturvetenskapernas filosofi. 
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Chapter I ('Background'), is a survey of the social and institutionai conditions 
surrounding Pierre Bourdieu's project. The aim ofthis chapter is not to point 
out influences or forerunners but, rather , to reconstruct the vacant space that 
Bourdieu' s sociology eventually occupied. 

At a given time and place an intellectual universe can be regarded as an 
objective field of positions. From an individual' s point of view, however, the 
same universe appears as a subjective field of possibilities, some of which are 
deemed worth striving for, others are regarded as impossible, inferior or 
dishonourable, and others still are simply invisible. In the 1950's and 1960's 
Bourdieu - like other young philosophers following a' similar elevated trajectory 
through the educational system - came to be repelled by the existentialism 
suffusing intellectual circ1es, as weIl as by the traditional 'subject philosophies' 
(Cartesian, Kantian, Bergsonian) cultivated at the universities. Instead, the 
philosophy of the natural sciences and mathematics, and notably the so-called 
historical epistemology instigated by Gaston Bachelard and Georges 
Canguilhem, functioned as a magnet for these young men. Some of them, like 
Bourdieu, withdrew from philosophy and converted to the social sciences and to 
empirical research. Here, Bourdieu' s sociology was to occupy a position that, 
both socially and intellectually, had affinities with the position of the first 
Durkheimian generation, notably the research-orientated fraction that inc1uded 
Mauss, H. Hubert, Simiand, Halbwachs, Granet and others. The Durkheimians' 
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reputation had steadily declined from the 1930's, leaving a vacant space in 
French sociology, to some extent now occupied by the Bourdieu school. 

Chapter II ('The work and the reception') comprises an overview of Bourdieu's 
published writings. Following a biographical note, it identifies three periods. 
The first period, 1958-66, is marked by a series of empirical investigations by 
Bourdieu and his collaborators; the second by synthetic and theoretical studies; 
and the third, which dates from around 1975, by a productive fusion of 
theoretical and empirical work. A distinctive shift also occurred in the early 
1980's,' as Bourdieu began to intervenein culturai and educational policy, 
thereby transgressing the limits of his circumspect sociological project. 

The final sections of chapter II discuss the reception of Bourdieu' s work 
outside France; with bibliometric information assessing its reception among 
social scientists in the United States. 

Chapter III ('Key concepts') is divided into three main sections: 'Capital, ' 
'Habitus,' and 'Field.' Each section contains a short preliminary definition, a 
discussion of the concept in the mature work (viz. the 'third period') of 
Bourdieu and his collaborators, philological observations (when, how, and why 
were these terms gradually - and unevenly - introduced into Bourdieu' s 
writings?), and, finally, each section contains detailed examination of the 
genesis of these concepts and their links with cognate traditions in philosophy 
and the social sciences. 

Symbolic capital, culturai capital, habitus, field, sttategy, misrecognition etc, 
are neither empiricist notions, nor bricks in a formalized theory. Bourdieu' s 
concepts should be conceived as research tools to be used as part of the 
sociologist's craft, or, more exactly, as condensed research programmes. They 
are not concepts which are first invented or borrowed and then 'applied' in 
empirical research. They emerged within a comprehensive and extensive 
empirical research practice. Indeed, the kernel of Bourdieu' s conceptual 
apparatus and terminology did not assume a stable form until after the mid-
1960's, Le., after a decade of empirical research. 

As indicated, Bourdieu has infused fresh life into the Durkheimian heritage. 
His work, however, also draws upon other traditions. It retains, as an 
undercurrent, resonances with the phenomenological tradition. It has affinities 
with Weberianism, especially the emphasis on the problems of legitimacy. It 
relates to Marxism, although Bourdieu's view of Marxism could be 
characterized as a readiness to address questions posed by marxists combined 
with a disbelief in their answers. Bourdieu' s relation to structuralism is more 
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compiicated. His texts over a short period during the 1960's bear 
uncompromising structuralist traits, which do not appear in the earlier or the 
later works. On the whole his project has been a paralIei to, rather than an 
outgrowth of; the movement inaugurated by Levi-Strauss. This parallellism can 
to a large extent be explained by the fact that Bourdieu had found in earlier 
traditions - the Durkheimians, the historical epistemology, the Marburgians -
theoretical positions corresponding to those annexed by the orthodox 
structuralists. 

Chapter IV ('Historical epistemology') is a digression that temporarily sets aside 
Bourdieu' s work to exarnine the French tradition in the philosophy of the natural 
sciences and mathematics represented by Pierre Duhem, Gaston Bachelard, Jean 
Cavailles, Georges Canguilhem, Alexandre Koyre, and others. The primary 
focus is on the works of Bachelard, Cavailles, and Canguilhem. The chapter is 
divided into six sections, corresponding to major themes in their philosophies. 
Section l claims that the historical epistemology can be usefully characterised as 
'applied rationalism' . Ratio is given priority , with an explicit appreciation that 
scientific thought must always be corrected and developed (Le.'applied') through 
its confrontation with the object of its endeavour. Section 2 elaborates the 
historical epistemologists I claim that scientific thought must be autonomous -
strictly separated from both traditional philosophical doctrines and common 
sense knowledge. Section 3 discusses the claim that such rupturing of habituål 
forms of thought is necessary to surpass 'epistemological obstacles' . Section 4 
exarnines the proposition that rigorous scientific work entails the analysis of 
systems of relations, rather than the investigation of the separate elements. 
Section 5 reports the historical epistemologists I view that each science 
constructs its own objects - such objects may not be taken for granted nor 
imported from other disciplines or from common sense knowledge. Section 6 
considers that, as its name suggests, historical epistemology always locates the 
subject of scientific knowledge within a specific time and a specific place, and 
within the flesh and blood of scholars working in their relatively autonomous 
scientific disciplines. It eschews efforts to achiev.e a unified science, and it 
abjures any transcendental notion of the subject of scientific knowledge. 

Chapter V ('An epistemology for the social sciences') concludes that the 
adoption of a reflexive epistemology is the alpha and omega of Bourdieu' s craft 
of sociology. His work, that is, is underpinned by a theory of the conditions, 
limits, and possibilities of sociological knowledge. In short Bourdieu's project 
has been an attempt to provide a reflexive epistemology for the social sciences, 
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comparable in effect to the renewal of the philosophy of mathematics and the 
natural sciences carried out by Bachelard and his followers. To facilitate 
comparisons with historical epistemology chapter V is divided into six sections, 
corresponding to those of the previous chapter. Thus, the first section examines 
Bourdieu' s version of 'applied rationalism'; the second the specificity of 
sociological knowledge and its separation from traditional philosophical 
doctrines and common sense knowledge; the third the specific epistemological 
obstac1es encountered by the sociologist; the fourth Bourdieu' s emphasis on 
systems of relations; the fifth the proposition that sociologists have to construct 
their own objects, and the final section problems surrounding the subject of 
sociological knowledge. Overall, the most challenging feature of Bourdieu's 
sociology is the all-pervasive stance of reflexivity adopted throughout his work. 

In connection with the discussion of Bourdieu 's relationism, emphasis is 
placed upon his use of statistical methods and techniques (especially the 
correspondence analysis) developed by Jean-Paul Benzecri. These methods and 
techniques are well fitted to mapping systems of relations, which is why 
Bourdieu and his collaborators have made extensive use of them since the mid-
1970's. 

The bibliography at the end of the volume is constructed according to the 
principles laid out in chapter II. It serves as a tool in the examination of the 
genesis and development of Bourdieu's methods, concepts, and terminology. 
Hence, the purpose of the bibliography is to record the complete body of 
Bourdieu's 'unique' published texts (1958-1987). Even minor texts, as well as 
substantial changes in different editions of one and the same text are inc1uded, 
whereas reprints and translations without appreciable revisions are omitted. 
Hence, this bibliography - different from the standard Bourdieu-bibliography of 
Yvette Delsaut - prefigures the kind of work that will be required whenever 
someone undertakes the preparation of a critical edition of Bourdieu' s collected 
works. 

PIERRE BOURDIEUS SKRIFTER 

Principerna för upprättandet av denna bibliografi redovisas i kapitel II. Den 
innehåller Bourdieus på franska publicerade texter, kompletterade med de texter 
som publicerats på andra språk men saknar direkt franskspråkig motsvarighet. 
Dessutom inkluderas ett halvdussin opublicerade franskspråkiga texter av 
särskilt intresse för föreliggande studie; dessa kan räknas till författarskapet 
eftersom de publicerats på andra språk (såväl de outgivna franska som de 
publicerade versionerna har tagits med i bibliografin). Omtryck och 
översättningar utan nämnvärda innehållsliga revideringar är uteslutna. 

Ambitionen har med andra ord varit att leta fram de tidigast publicerade 
versionerna av Bourdieus texter och att uppmärksamma eventuella förändringar 
i senare versioner (därför förtecknas nya versioner som innehåller nämnvärda 
förändringar separat). Bibliografin har tillkommit som ett redskap i arbetet med 
att spåra genesen och utvecklingen av teman och begrepp i Bourdieus 
författarskap. Den skiljer sig därför från Yvette Delsauts "officiella" bibliografi 
över Bourdieus skrifter, först publicerad på tyska 1985, därefter på franska 
1986 och 1989. I Delsauts förteckning kan exempelvis en och samma text 
uppträda flera gånger om den publicerats i olika sammanhang (i samlingsverk, i 
översättning). Omvänt kan en och samma titel dölja att en text förändrats i 
samband med ett omtryck eller en översättning. Därmed självfallet intet ont sagt 
om Yvette Delsauts bibliografi. Utan 'hennes grundläggande arbete hade 
förteckningen nedan och därmed textunderlaget för denna studie varit mindre 
komplett. 

För vart och ett av åren är titlarna alfabetiskt ordnade, med de orubricerade 
texterna sist. Från och med året 1987 saknas en del texter om vilka jag bara 
äger andrahandskännedom. I övrigt har jag, säkerligen utan att lyckas, 
eftersträvat fullständighet. 
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