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The following is a proposal for a walking tour in the 5th and a small corner of the 6th

arrondissement in Paris, a part of the city known as le Quartier Latin. I have on many
occasions guided similar sightseeing promenades for non-French colleagues and students in
the humanities and social sciences. Many of them have been sociologists, which explains the
choice of sites to visit.

This version of the guide reflects a walk on December 11th, 2019, together with
colleagues and ten students enrolled in Uppsala University’s international master’s program
in Sociology of Education.

Two days earlier we had spent the afternoon at the Père-Lachaise cemetery where we
caught some glimpses of the French and Parisian intellectual history by contemplating at the
tombs of illustrious men and some women.

One aim with the walk through the Latin Quarter was to let the students visit places
related to institutions and names that occur in their course pensum, namely in a number of
books on the history of the French educational system and on French sociological traditions.
To mention a few exemples: É. Durkheim, L’évolution pédagogique en France (1938); P. Bourdieu
& J.-C. Passeron, Les héritiers (1964); P. Bourdieu & J.-C.  Passeron, La reproduction (1970); P.
Bourdieu, Homo academicus (1984); P. Bourdieu, La noblesse d’État (1989); Toril Moi, Simone de
Beauvoir (2 ed. 2009). Those readings did determine the selection of attractions. In other
words, the focus is on schools where influential scholars did study, houses where they have
lived, seats of learning to which they have been affiliated, libraries, bookshops, memorials in
the form of statues and street names etcetera. At an early stage in their master’s programme
those students had been assigned the task to drew their “inner map” over research traditions.
They were during the walk encouraged to imagine another kind of map, that of a
sociogeographic space, and relate it to the history and structure of a specific intellectual field
– primarily that of French sociology from Comte over the Durkheimians to Bourdieu and
the post-Bourdieusians. Also some general tourist information is included below.

In its full length the proposed promenade takes an entire day. If you prefer a shorter
one, confined to the proper Latin Quarter where the institutionalised scholarly capital is
more concentrated and thus the highlights nearer to each other, you might choose the
middle part, starting at Square Paul Langevin in the junction rue des Écoles/rue Monge, and
ending on rue Auguste Comte.
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Walking tour 11 Dec. 2019. We made some shortcuts.
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Some main characters

—that might be mentioned during the walk

Althusser, Louis (1918-1990), philosopher
Aron, Raymond (1905-1983), philosopher,

sociologist, historian
Bachelard, Gaston (1884-1962), philosopher
Barthes, Roland (1915-1980), writer,

philosopher, literary critic
Beach, Sylvia (1887-1962), writer, founder

Shakespeare and Company
Benzécri, Jean-Paul (1932–2019), mathematician
Bernard, Claude (1813-1878), physiologist
Boltanski, Luc (1940-), sociologist
Bourdieu, Peirre (1920-2001), sociologist
Braudel, Ferdinand (1902-1985), historian
Canguilhem, Georges (1904-1995), philosopher
Cavaillès, Jean (1903-1944), philosopher,

mathematician
Charlemange (Charles the Great, aka Carolus

Magnus aka Charles 1er) (742-814)
Chartier, Roger (1945-), historian
Clotilde (493-511), Queen of Franks, saint
Clovis I (?-511), King of Franks
Comte, Auguste (1798–1857), philosopher
de Beauvoir, Simone (1908-1986), writer,

philosopher
de Saint Martin, Monique (1940-), sociologist
de Vaux, Clotilde (1815-1846), writer, Auguste

Comte’s ”muse”
Derrida, Jacques (1930-2004), philosopher
Descartes, René (1596-1650), philosopher
Durkheim, Émil (1858-1917), sociologist
Foucault, Michel (1926-1984), philosopher
Geneviève aka Sainte Geneviève (cirka 419-422),

patron saint of Paris
Gernet, Louis (1882–1962), specialist in ancient

Greece
Halbwachs, Maurice (1877-1945), sociologist

Haussmann, Georges-Eugène (1809-1891),
prefect, remoulded Paris’ city plan

Hemmingway, Ernest (1899-1961), writer
Henri IV (1575-1642), King of France and

Navarre
Joyce, James (1882-1941), writer
Lacan, Jacques (1901-1981), psychoanalyst
Langevin, Paul (1872-1946), physicist
Le Goff, Jacques (1924-2014), historian
Le Roux, Brigitte (1943-), mathematician
Le Roy Ladurie, Emmanuel (1929-), historian
Lebaron, Fréderic (1969-), sociologist
Levinas, Emmanuel (1906-1995), philosopher
Lévy-Strauss, Claude (1908-2009),

anthropologist
Lussac, Gay (1778-1850), chemist, physisist
Mauss, Marcel (1872-1950), anthropologist,

sociologist
Merleau-Ponty, Maurice (1908-1961),

philosopher
Monge, Garspard (1746–1818), mathematician
Montaigne, Michel de (1522-1592), writer
Napoleon III (1808-1873), president Second

Republic, after 1852 emperor
Orfila, Mathieu (1787–1853), chemist
Painlevé, Paul (1863-1933), mathematician,

politician
Pascal, Blaise (1623-1662), writer, theologian,

mathematician
Passeron, Jean-Claude (1930-), sociologist
Piketty,Thomas (1971-), economist
Pinçon, Michel (1942-), sociologist
Pinçon-Charlot-Moniqe (1946-), sociologist
Rouanet, Henri (1932-2008), mathematician
Sarte, Jean-Paul (1905-1980), philosopher, writer
Sayad, Abdelmalek (1933-1998), sociologist
Scheid, John (1944), specialist in ancient Rome
Svenbro, Jesper (1944), specialist in ancient

Greece
Vernant, Jean-Pierre Vernant (1914-2007),

specialist in ancient Greece

Donald
Bläckpenna (penna)

Donald
Bläckpenna (penna)
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Introducing the Latin Quarter

We will make a somewhat longer walk but our purpose is to explore an area in Paris’ 5th and parts
of the 6th arrondissement that has since the medieval ages been called le quartier Latin. The name
derives from that Latin was a language frequently spoken by learned scholars and their students
who already in in the 12th century started to gather around the Cathedral School of Notre Dame.
This corporation of teachers and students was in the year of 1200 given the privilege by the King
to act as a universitas, called University of Paris.

As you know from Durkheim’s historical account in L’évolution pédagogique en France, this
association of teachers, gathered at one and the same place and co-operating with each other was
an invention. Before that teachers in Paris had been kind of shopkeepers, often residing in
buildings on the bridges across la Seine, who rather than collaborating were competitors in their
attempts to sell their services. Just like the costumers visited a shoemakers or a tailor they
knocked on the door to a teacher’s shop to buy some hours of instruction, in Latin or philosophy
or whatever.

Back then in the medieval times there were lots of corporations called universitates.
Universities in our modern sense of learned institutions were not the only ones. An universitas was
a corporation of specialists in some domain who were given the privilege to run their own affairs
and to claim kind of monopoly in a certain trade.

In Paris the body of teachers constituted the core of this corporation that was to become
the university of Paris. (Traditionally the name of a university follow this pattern: University of
Paris, not Paris’ University. The university is not a belonging of the city. The corporation of
teachers has for the time being choosen to reside in Paris. Just as in the case of for example
University of Oxford, which never should be called Oxford University.) Something to consider
today when the autonomy of university teachers is threatened by all kinds of political,
administrative and commercial forces. By contrast, in the even older university of Bologna the
students or rather their families constituted the corporation, and hired the teachers that they
wanted.

Despite the centrifugal dispersion of many expanding institutions to more modern
campuses in the suburbs, still today the Latin Quarter hosts a multitude of schools, universities
and research centres packed closely together in a small geographic space, many of them
important in French and European intellectual history. I have often thought that the concept
intellectual field, coined by Bourdieu in the second half of the 1960s, could have been invented
nowhere else. Here you find an unbeatable concentration of intellectual capital..

We will start the walk at an historical site two kilometres east of the Latin Quarter.
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Place de la Bastille

Place de la Bastille is the meeting point of three arrondissements, the 4th, the 11th and the 14th.
From here a number of important straight broad streets ray out, like the beams out of a star,
a reoccurring pattern in Baron Haussmann’s conversion of the old conglomerated medieval city
carried out during the second half of the 19th century.

Starting in the 1850s the prefect of the Seine Department, Georges-Eugène Haussmann
(1809–1891), was by Emperor Napoleon III commissioned to create a radical renovation of the
city plan, with wide and straight boulevards, monumental buildings such as the Paris Opera, new
squares, parks, bridges and so on. Of course there were protests against the destruction of the old
city and not the least against the enormous costs, but even after the dismissal of Haussmann in
1870 the work went on. It is thanks to Haussmann’s city plan that we can enjoy those impressive
views along the boulevards, often with a monument in focus visible from far away, such as the
Arc de Triomphe on Place du Carrousel, the Luxor Obelisque on Place de la Concordes, and the
July Column on Place de la Bastille. Unfortunately, something unforeseen by Haussmann
happened in the next century, namely the invasion of cars that filled the streets and deprived
them of much of their significance as public spaces.

Besides their aesthetic qualities and the celebration of nationalistic values the new
boulevards were indented (according to some historians, not all agree) to serve the purpose of
preventing and supressing popular revolts. Between the revolutions in Paris in 1830 and in 1848
at least half a dozen other armed uprisings occurred. The military had difficulties to deal with the
barricades across the narrow medieval streets and to fight the insurgents who were hiding
everywhere. The new boulevards facilitated the use of horses, rifles and canons.

We will soon follow one of those streets created as part of the Haussmann project,
boulevard Henry IV, that goes in direction south-west.

Had we instead chosen the opposite direction, north-east, we would have reached the large
(70,000 tombs) and peaceful Père-Lachaise Cemetery (le Cimetière du Père-Lachaise). Here, in
division 28, Pierre Bourdieu rests since his death in 2002. Also Aguste Comte (1798-1857) is
buried here together with the love of his life, Clotilde de Vaux (1815-1846). Not Émile
Durkheim, though, who is buried in the Montparnasse Cemetery. Among other tombs at Père-
Lachaise are those of French literary icons such as Molière, de La Fontaine, Balzac, Proust,
Apollinaire, Éluard, Camus, philosophers such as Abelard, buried with his Héloïse, Merleau-
Ponty, Guattari, Lyotard, historians such as Fernand Braudel and many other prominent men, as
well as a number of famous women such as Colette, Maria Callas, Gertrude Stein together with
Alice B. Toklas, and Édith Piaf. You also find foreigners, e.g. Oscar Wilde. The most visited
tomb and a must for neo-hippie globetrotters is that of Jim Morrison, the lead singer of The
Doors who died in Paris in 1971 and whose resting place you might locate by help of your sense
of smell as it is not seldom surrounded by a mist of marijuana smoke. A wall (le Mur des Fédérés) in
the northern end of Père-Lachaise is visited by anarchists, socialists and others who wish to
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honour the memory of the short-lived Paris Commune’s last defenders, in May 1871 shot down
here by the army.

The cemetery Père-Lachaise. Main entrance at 28 Boulevard de Ménilmontant.
Tombes of Abelard and Héloïse, Sant-Simon, Jim Morrison, and Pierre and
Marie-Claire Bourdieu. Photos: D. Broady.

The July Column (la Colonne de Juillet) on Place de la
Bastille was inaugurated in 1840 as a memorial of the revolution
ten years earlier, in 1830. A spiral staircase inside makes it
possible to climb to the platform at the top, almost fifty meters
up. The golden figure above is the “Spirit of Freedom” (le génie
de la liberté) with a torch in one hand and his broken chains the
other.

(When exploring the historical traces in Paris you should
preferably have at least some idea of the chronology of regimes
and revolutions of relevance to our walk. The great revolution
in 1789, with the storming of the Bastille in July 14th as a
starting point of great symbolic importance, did temporarily put
and end to the royal rule. The First Republic was created in
1892 and lasted until 1804 when it was followed by the
Napoleon I’s emperor regime that ended in 1814. Thereafter
the Bourbon absolute monarchy was restored with Louis XVIII
– a brother of Louis XVI – and after him the ultra-conservative
Charles X. The so called July revolution in 1830 signified the power take-over by the bourgeoisie.

The July Column, Place de la Bastille.
Photo from Wikipedia
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The so called “bourgeoisie king” Louis-Philippe on the throne was himself a most successful
capitalist who accumulated an immense personal fortune. This “July Monarchy” ended with the
next big revolution, in 1848, that gave birth to the Second Republic, that only a few years later, in
1851, was abolished by its president, Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte, when he proclaimed himself
emperor. Napoléon III’s regime, the Second Empire, lasted until 1870 and was succeeded by the
Third Republic that came to exist for sixty years, until 1940.)

However, this place is more famous for what happened here forty years earlier, on July 14th,
1789. This date is still celebrated as the French fête nationale. While the immediate concrete
consequences of the storming of the Bastille was of minor importance – the revolutionaries
managed to conquer some ammunition and to free a few imprisoned – the symbolic significance
was and has remained enormous. The Bastille represented the authoritarian royal rule, similar to
the image of the Tower of London. Prisoners were kept without trial Arbitrary decrees issued by
the king were enough to lock someone in. Today there are no remains of the Bastille fortress
here.

A sociologist visiting this place is reminded of Auguste Comte’s (1798-1857) positivist
calendar where our Gregorian calendar’s 14 July 1789 is the first
day (called Prométhée) of the first month (called Moîse) of year 1.
Thus, Comte named the first months and days of each year after
great characters of the theocratic ancient world, while he
baptized the months and days at the end of the year after
enlightened great men of modern times – the last three months
after the philosopher Descartes, the statesman Fredrik the Great
and the scientist Bichat. Had Comte’s challenge against the
Gregorian calendar been successful we would not say that our
walk is undertaken 11 December 2019 but on the day Wallis in
the month Bichat in the year 231 after the storming of the
Bastille. John Wallis was a British clergyman and mathematician
from the 17th Century and Marie François Xavier Bichat a
French physician from the end of the 18th century who before he
died only 30 years old had made groundbreaking discoveries
concerning the human anatomy, especially the different kinds of
tissues in our bodies. References to great men as means to
categorize the world is a very French custom, of which we will
observe innumerable examples during our promenade in the
Latin Quarter.

A forerunner to Comte’s positivist calendar was the more well-known Republican calendar
(le calendrier républicain), often somewhat misleadingly referred to as the Revolutionary calendar
(le calendrier révolutionnaire), applied during the period 1793–1805 and again very shortly in 1871
during the Paris Commune. Here the chronology does not start with the storming of the Bastille.
Instead, the first day of year 1 corresponds to our calendar’s 22 Sept. 1792, which was when the

Le génie de la liberté, on top of the
July Column, Place de la Bastille.
Photo from Wikipedia



10

D. Broady, Guide to a scholarly pilgrimage in the Latin Quarter in Paris, version Dec. 2019

First Republic was proclaimed. In this Republican calendar the time divisions were more rational
than before or after: twelve months divided into three weeks, each week into ten days, each day
into ten hours, each hour into 100 minutes, and each minute into 100 seconds.

Before leaving Place de la Bastille, have
a look into what is hidden behind the
unassuming port at 2 Rue de la Roquette
immediately to the east. As the sign above
tells, this is the entrance to le Passage du Cheval
Blanc (the White Horse passage), now
gentrified but the buildings still stands from
the previous rather large aggregation of shops
and living quarters of various kinds of
craftsmen, furniture carpenters, gilding artisans
and others. This labyrinth passage constitutes
kind of a village in the city, with seven small
calm squares with trees between the houses, an
example of that in the longer historical
perspective the social geography of Paris has
grown out of the merging of many small
villages, often with an open square in the
middle. Traces of this history is seen all over
the city, despite Baron Haussmann’s makeover and recent years’ ongoing gentrification. The
Passage du Cheval Blanc is also an – although by comparison very modest – example of Paris’
famous “passages”, which means roof-covered pedestrian spaces, in the more well-to-do parts of
the city often richly decorated and housing exclusive shops.

After leaving the port of le Passage du Cheval Blanc, return towards Place de la Bastille and
continue in direction south and west, while you cast a glance at south-east towards the Opéra
Bastille from 1989, one of president Mitterrand’s monumental Grands Projets. Find the beginning
of the boulevard Henri IV.

Boulevard Henri IV

This boulevard is from the 1870s, a part of the Haussmann’s plan.
At the end, within the small Square Henri-Galli to the right, immediatley before entering

the bridge Pont de Sully you see the round stone foundation of one of the eight towers of the
Bastille fortress. This was not the original location, the stones have been moved here from some
excavation.

Passage du Cheval Blanc, 2 Rue de la Roquette
Photo from Wikipedia.
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Pont de Sully

Most bridges over water are built to be as short as possible but Pont de Sully from 1876 was part
of Haussmann’s renovation of Paris and of course runs diagonal-wise across la Seine to prolong
the Boulevard Henri IV.

At the end of Pont de Sully you see more bridges to the right. On the second one, Pont de
l’Archevêché, the metal railings have recently been removed, as have those on the pedestrian
Pont des Arts further on, not to be seen from here, that leads from the left bank to the Louvre.
The reason is that touristing loving couples have had the habit to fasten a padlock, called “love
lock”, to the railing and throw the key into the river beneath, to seal their ever-lasting love. On
the Pont des Arts a part of the railings was some years ago weighed down by 54 tonnes of
padlocks and crashed into the water.

Further away you see the Notre Dame. When visiting it, note in front of the cathedral the
impressive equestrian bronze statue from 1882 with Charlemagne or Charles the Great (742-814)
in full armour on his horse accompanied by two guards.
From Durkheim’s L’évolution pédagogique en France you do
perhaps remember the significance of Charlemagne’s
rule in the history of education. He was the King of
Franks, then King of Lombards and finally in the year
800 (sharp) crowned by the pope to be the Holy Roman
Emperor, under whose reign much of western and
central Europe was united under Frankish rule. Part of
the “Carolingian Renaissance” was the birth of a new
kind of institutionalised schooling in the form of the so
called Palace School. One prime aim was that the small
group of hand-picked teachers, headed by the famous
scholar Alcuin from York, should procure appropriate
education to Charlemagne’s own eighteen children and
many grandchildren. The court, including the teachers,
moved around from castle to castle, although one
important site was Aachen, today in the German Land
of North Rhine-Westphalia, where Charlemagne is
buried. He was not a French king but a European.

A much smaller thing to observe in front of the Notre-Dame cathedral is a bronze plaque
on the ground that indicates the starting point from which all geographic distances in France are
measured. This is a centralized nation.

Charlemagne as statue in front of the
cathedral Notre Dame
Photo downloaded from the web.
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Rue des Fossés Saint-Bernard

At the very beginning of rue des Fossés Saint-Bernard, close to the river Seine, you have on the
left side the Institut du Monde Arabe, another of Mitterrand’s “great projects”.

Further up the street you walk along an large university complex, Jussieu. It was
constructed on the ground of Paris’ former wine market and in its present shape finalised in
1970, immediately after the student revolt.

Rue Jussieu

Take left on rue Jussieu just to have a look at the
campus’ main entrance, and note the deep (the original
depth was 10 meters) ditch, reminding of the moat
around a medieval fortress. In case of insurrection
activists could easily be prevented from passing over the
footbridges into or out of the campus. Note also that all
buildings are standing on pillars with open ground
beneath. There are no bottom floors, thus no walls or
corners for activists to hide behind. Jussieu was one of
the university campuses where leftist teachers and their
students were concentrated after 1968 (another and
more important was Paris X Nanterre), which meant
reduced problems at other campuses.

When it comes to disciplines Campus Jussieu is
dominated by natural sciences and medicine.

From the main entrance of the Jussieu campus it
is just one hundred meters in direction south-west to the
Aréne de Lutèce, a preserved arena from the first century
a.d. Back then Paris was not yet Paris but the city
Lutetia within the Roman empire.

We will, however, turn back on rue Jussieu the
same way we came.

Campus Jussieu, also called
Campus Pierre et Marie Curie
Main entrance, 4 Place Jussieu.
Photo: D.Broady
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Rue des Écoles

When rue Jussieu changes name to rue des Écoles
we have entered the Latin Quarter, where the
famous sites of learning are tightly assembled in a
very limited geographical area. A matchless
concentration of institutionalized intellectual
capital.

Where rue des Écoles begins, at the
crossing with rue Monge, there is a small green
area, Square Paul Langevin, which you might
enter through one of the gates. This place is
named after Paul Langevin, a famous physicist in
the first half of the 20th century, professor at
Collège de France, an import figure in the
resistance movement during the German
occupation of Paris, originally a student of Pierre
Curie at Sorbonne and later on one of Marie
Curie’s lovers. His tomb is in Pantheon. It is not
he, though, who stands statue here but the 15th

century poet François Villon.
We have now

reached the first of the
premises of a grande
école that we will pass,
namely the previous
(until 1976) site of the École Polytechnique, the most prestigious
among the engineering schools. The façade behind Square Paul
Langevin belongs to the large building complex used by this school.

It was founded a few years after the great revolution by among
others the mathematician Gaspard Monge, who has given his name to
the street north-east of square Paul Langevin. In 1805 the school
moved to this location and was transformed into a military academy.
In fact, it still sorts under the Ministry of Defense, and for long the
polytechniciens were to dress in in military uniforms and to perform
military drills with wooden rifles on the large exercise field in the
middle of the large compound. But this was France. Even though the
École Polytechnique was an engineering school you needed excellent
grades in Latin and Greek in order to be admitted.

Square Paul Langevin.
In the background École Polytechnique.
Photo: D. Broady.

François Villon as statue,
Square Paul Langevin.
Photo: D. Broady.
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Many prominent mathematicians have been teachers and students at the École
Polytechnique, where also Aguste Comte received his education.

The École Polytechnique resided here up until 1976 when it was moved to a suburb south
of Paris and today forms part of the new emerging University of Paris-Saclay.

Rue de la Montagne-Sainte-Geneviève

Turn to the left and follow rue de la Montagne-Sainte-Geneviève a few blocks until it meets Bd
Saint-Germain. Gaston Bachelard and his daughter Suzanne lived since 1941 in the house in the
crossing, at 2 rue de la Montagne-Sainte-Geneviève. Suzanne, brought up by her widowed father,
became as him a philosopher of science. She is one among the very few women that play a role in
the mapping of the Parisian academic/scientific field in Bourdieu’s Homo academicus.

Return back to Rue des Écoles.

2, rue de la Montagne-Sainte-Geneviève. Photo: D. Broady




















































